
“WIND POWER – The Danish Way” is the rst 
book in English covering the modern history of 
Danish wind power development – from Poul 
la Cour’s rst electricity generating windmill in 
1891 to today’s large and efcient wind turbines.

It is essential reading for everybody interested in 
modern wind power.

The book’s ten chapters have been written by 
experts in wind power technology, history, busi-
ness and economics, with a foreword by Connie 
Hedegaard, the Danish minister of climate and 
energy.

    The Poul la Cour Foundation
                     www.poullacour.dk  

When in Denmark, come visit Poul la Cour’s 
test centre in Askov on the Jutland peninsula. 
This historical monument operates today as an  
activity centre of sustainable energy and a museum 
of Poul la Cour’s work. For an appointment, 
please call (+45) 2763-7036 or send an e-mail to 
plc@poullacour.dk.

CopenhagenAskov

“WIND POWER – The Danish Way” can 
be ordered from www.poullacour.dk.

Price:
For delivery in Denmark: 175 DKK, 
including VAT and shipment costs.

For delivery outside Denmark: 35 EUR, 
including VAT and shipment costs.
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To understand the worldwide success of Danish 
wind turbines over the last decades, it is essential to 
look back on more than 100 years of wind power 
history in Denmark.

A central person in this history is the scientist, 
inventor and teacher Poul la Cour. His experiments 
with wind power, hydrogen and aerodynamics — 
starting in Askov in 1891 — were far ahead of 
his time. And his education of “wind electricians” 
10 years later helped to bring electricity to Danish 
villages and rural areas.

The roots of modern wind power in Denmark are 
much more than that, however. This is also the 
story about how a multitude of small and medium-
sized enterprises delivered more than 15,000 “wind 
motors” from 1905-1920 and made wind power an 
essential energy source for farms in the most windy 
parts of Denmark. From 1920 through the Second 
World War, the development continued, particularly 
in pioneering aerodynamic blade designs
.
When the new Danish wind energy pioneers started 
experimenting with wind turbines after the oil crises 
in 1973-74 and 1979, they had a strong historical 
foundation to build upon.This is the rst publica-
tion, describing this long line of development to an 
international public. It is illustrated by a unique col-
lection of historical photographs — many of which 
have never been published before.

From Poul la Cour to Modern 
Wind Turbines


